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most insignificant. Accordingly I remained till Friday
morning, when I went with the rest of her suite to see the
hounds throw off, which she herself saw for the first time.
The Court is certainly not gay, but it is perhaps impossible
that any Court should be gay where there is no social
equality ; where some ceremony, and a continual air of defer-
ence and respect must be observed, there can be no ease,
and without ease there can be no real pleasure. The Queen
is natural, good-humoured, and cheerful, but still she is
Queen, and by her must the social habits and the tone of
conversation be regulated, and for this she is too young and
inexperienced. She sits at a large round table, her guests
around it, and Melbourne always in a chair beside her, where
two mortal hours are consumed in such conversation as can
be found, which appears to be, and really is, very up-lxill
work. This, however, is the only bad part of the whole j the
rest of the day is passed without the slightest constraint,
trouble, or annoyance to anybody ; each person is at liberty
to employ himself or herself as best pleases them, though
very little is done in common, and in this respect Windsor
is totally unlike any other place. There is none of the soci-
ability which makes the agreeableness of an English country
house; there is no room in which the guests assemble, sit,
lounge, and talk as they please and when they please j
there is a billiard table, but in such a remote corner of the
Castle that it might as well be in the town of Windsor ; and
there is a library well stocked with books, but hardly acces-
sible, imperfectly warmed, and only tenanted by the librarian:
it is a mere library, too, unfurnished,, and offering none of
the comforts and luxuries of a habitable room. There are
two breakfast rooms, one for the ladies and the guests, and
the other for the equerries, but when the meal is over every-
body disperses, and nothing but another meal reunites the
company, so that, in fact, there is no society whatever, little
trouble, little etiquette, but very little resource or amusement.
The life which the Queen leads is this ; she gets up soon
after eight o'clock, breakfasts in her own room, and is em-
ployed the whole morning in transacting business 5 she reads